The complement system plays an important role in host defense. It is composed of series of plasma proteins which, when activated in a sequential reaction, unleashes a powerful destructive activity towards invading pathogens. Three major pathways exist in the activation of complement: the classical pathway, which is initiated by antibody-antigen binding, the alternative pathway, which is activated by a susceptible foreign surface, and the lectin pathways, which can be triggered by manann-binding lectins.
